Quick guide to using the Behringer MDX2600 composer as a de-esser


Using the Behringer MDX2600 as a De-esser

Note that this Article is covered by a creative commons License.

 I am happy for the article to be used, distributed, copied and modified for non commercial purposes  provided all contributors are given appropriate credit and all/any future variations are made freely available as per the license
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This work is licensed under the Creative Commons Attribution-Noncommercial-Share Alike 2.5 Australia License. 

To view a copy of this license, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-sa/2.5/au/ or send a letter to Creative Commons, 171 Second Street, Suite 300, San Francisco, California, 94105, USA.

Any future updates and other notes including may be found at : www.atps.net.

While you are under no obligation to send me any updates/improvements or corrections I would appreciate them (contact via the website).
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Initial Settings
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Sidechain Filter

Insert Sidechain filter in Sidechain if needed for use as a De-esser.

The Sidechain filter is simply a 1.1nF Capacitor in series with the Sidechain.

This provides a 6dB per octave high pass filter from around 3Khz up.

By engaging the sidechain (i.e. pressing the SC EXT (8) button) the compressor will ignore any signals under 3Khz.
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Since sibilance is generally above 3Khz this means the compressor will only activate on sibilant signals

Use as a Compressor only

Unless you are experienced with Compressors I suggest that you set:

15 to Auto – this Automates the attack and release times 

10 Ratio – set this to between 4:1 maybe up to 6:1 – Higher settings here will make the compressor turn the level down more while lower settings will reduce the level more gently – typically 4:1 to 6:1 is a useful range for Vocals and 4:1 is probably a good starting point.

6 Threshold – with the performer singing or playing slowly turn this down so that at Normal levels the Gain reduction LEDs (11) are just starting to light – maybe 1,2 or 4 if you have more than this lighting up at regular levels then you may be over doing it. 

Use as both a Compressor and De-esser 

Set up as for the Compressor as above then:

25 De-esser Level –  Start with this at 0 

28 De-esser in/out – switch to in (on) now adjust 25 until the De-esser Leds are lighting on sibilant events and you should be able to hear the sibilance being reduced.

Notes:

Since the De-esser depends on the compressor running in compression in order to work then you may find that you need to decrease the threshold 6 in order to let the De-esser function. If you do this then you may also need to decrease the Ratio 10.

Bear in mind that the big danger with De-essing is over doing it, and the vocalist ending up sounding like they are lisping.

Use as a De-esser only (with Side chain filter)

Start with initial settings and then:

8 SC EXT – In (on) this selects the Side-chain filter so that the compressor will only respond to higher frequencies (i.e. Sibilance) 

10 Ratio – start with this between 4:1 and 6 the higher settings remove more sibilance.

6 Threshold – turn this down until you have the Gain reduction LEDs 11 lighting on Sibilance and you hear the sibilance being reduced.

If the compressor is removing too much of the vocals after sibilant events then you may need to switch 15 Auto off and turn 13 attack and 16 Release to their shortest times
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